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Objective: The Arab world has a rich history of debates on philosophical, socio-cultural and political
issues. Dating back to the classical poetry in the pre-Islamic era to the scholarly contribution to
advancement of ideas during the “Golden Age of Islam” and the renaissance after the encounter with
modernity, Arab intellectuals have engaged topical issues from different dimensions. The course aims
to provide students with ideas and tools to have a creative and critical engagement with the
contemporary Arab world. In order for a student to grasp the nuances of the ideological, political and
cultural transformations in the Arab world, an understanding of the intellectual traditions in the region
is of utmost necessity.

Learning Outcomes: The course seeks to enable the students to achieve the following outcomes:

Engage critically with intellectual debates in the Arab world
Appreciate the history of ideas in the Arab world
Develop an understanding of contemporary Arab intellectual thought

el

Critically evaluate the creative expressions through popular culture
Course Structure

Module I: Intellectual Traditions and Ideas: This module will attempt to trace the history of ideas in
the Arab world from the pre-Islamic to contemporary times. It will focus on select reading of themes
in classical poetry through the work of Taha Hussain, social and philosophical debates in the works of
early Muslim scholars, and the debates on Arab intellectual tradition within and from the outside
including the European, Persian and Turkish views on Arabs.

Module II: Islam and Modernity: Islamic and Arab encounters with modernity produced varied
responses generating a rich history of intellectual discourse with three major streams of Islamism,
Islamic modernism and jihadism. These debates encompass various dimensions from theology to
politics, class, gender and economics. This module will focus on understanding these dimensions
through the works of Muhammad bin Abd al-Wahhab, Jamaluddin al-Afghani, Muhammad Abduh,
Hassan al-Banna, Syed Qutb and Abdullah Azzam.

Module Ill: Contemporary Arab Political Thought: The Arab encounter with the concept of
nationalism has produced serious intellectual and political debates with extraordinary impacts on the
regional politics. Two broad streams — Arab nationalism (al-gawmiya al-'arabiya) and country-specific



nationalisms (al-wataniya) — will be discussed through the works of Ibrahim al-Yaziji, Jurji Zaydan, Sati
al-Husri, Michel Aflaq, Saad Zaglul, Gamal Abd al-Nasser, Mahmoud Darwish, and others.

Module IV: Popular Culture in the Arab world: A slew of ideas are debated in popular culture
reflecting the changing values and norms in the vast geographic span of the Arab world. Different
manifestations of feminism, identity, representation, human rights, displacement, and globalisation
are discussed in physical and digital Arab public sphere through art, culture and cinema. Tracing these
debates through the writings of established and lesser-known authors, this module will encourage
creative engagements with contemporary art and cultural expressions in the Arab world.
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