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Course Objectives 

The course aims to understand sustainable economic growth of South Asian states and its’ 

dependence on the availability of energy supply.  It also targets to study the notion of 

“energy security” which is used frequently among scholars and policy makers in recent 

years, and how it may pave a way to quest the energy at reasonable and affordable prices to 

the users. This will also highlight the states policies in exploring multiple energy policy 

options (domestic and external), multiple fuels, and multiple suppliers. What are the options, 

these nations are strategizing to tap; the renewable and non-renewable energy (Hydro-

electricity, hydro-carbon etc.) and exploring participation in transnational natural gas 

pipeline projects. Thus, the lectures are designed in a way that they would encompass the 

primary institutions such as diplomacy, sovereignty, political management, law and 

governance, and derivative primary institutions such as global commons, multilateralism, 

politico-economic nationalism and the societal approaches in energy Security. 

 

Learning Outcomes  

The scholars will understand the domestic politics, geographical and economical reasons of 

energy security among South Asian States. The countries tied to import energy having 

suffered in two ways; first, by paying high price and second, the geo-politics of South Asia. 

Hence this course will focus on academic and conceptual understanding of energy security, 

the ethno-religious and other regional-domestic determinants and constrains in the energy 

cooperation among the South Asian countries. The scholars will understand issues and 

debates on contesting identities, fragility of state and populist political discourse in 

contemporary South Asia. This course will have conceptual and empirical aspects of learning 

as well as comparative analysis of prevalent political system of South Asian States.  
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Course Content 

• Understanding South Asia 

• Geo-economics of South Asia: An Introduction 

• Sovereignty, Nationalism and Diplomacy 

• Energy Security: Geo-Politics and Regionalism  

• Energy in South Asia: Renewable and non-renewable 

• Systemic Pressures (Domestic, Regional and International) in Energy Security 

and Co-operation 

• South Asian State’s Energy Strategy and Regional Institutions  

• Pipeline Politics and issues of Transit in Inter-state Relations 
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